
 

 

COVID-19 Best Case Measures and Actions for Indianapolis 

We are here to help. 

The value of music goes beyond streaming services and live performances. Music is a 
community. It is built upon relationships and it is resilient. During times like this, it is important 
that we remember how powerful music can be. Without a doubt,  the emergence of COVID-19 
has led to significant global changes; impacting local economies, international markets, and 
the entirety of the world’s music ecosystem.  

With these recent events, we at Sound Diplomacy recognize that the world needs music more 
than ever. More importantly, we recognize that we need to work together to harness the 
power of music, as it not only brings us together but also improves our lives on a social, 
cultural and economic level.  

We have put together a list of useful resources for the music ecosystem in Indy, with mention 
to what the music community is doing locally, and what support exists on a state, federal and 
global level: 

1) Indianapolis Economic Relief & Guides - These are resources related to direct 

funding or accessing direct funding through local sources, catered to Indianapolis.  

2) Indianapolis Music Community Support - These are local, non-financial support 

resources that could lead to income opportunities, live stream support, professional 
development, wellness or other growth opportunities, catered to Indianapolis.  

3) U.S. and Global Economic Relief & Guides - These are universal resources 

related to direct funding or accessing direct funding through global sources.  
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4) U.S. and Global Music Community Support - These are universal, non-financial 

support resources that could lead to income opportunities, live stream support, professional 
development, wellness or other growth opportunities.  

5) Health & Wellness - Health and wellness resources to keep artists safe, happy and 

healthy during this time.  

6) Exemplary Practices - A selection of some best practice projects that have been 

implemented as a response to COVID-19 by different music communities. 

 

Please, email us at paloma@sounddiplomacy.com if you’d like to include your initiative in any 
of these lists. Send a brief description of the initiative and any relevant links with the subject 
line “Indy COVID-19 list”. Thank you for your contribution!  

 

Indianapolis Economic Relief & Guides 

IndyKeepsCreating 

The Arts Council launched IndyKeepsCreating the same week the Rapid Response Hub (detailed 
below) was launched. It provides an online resources hub for Marion County-based artists and 
announces the creation of the Indy Arts & Culture COVID-19 Emergency Relief Fund. 

Currently under development, this fund will provide nearly 800 rapid response grants for artists in all 
disciplines (up to $500 per individual) to bridge the severe lost wages that make many members of 
our creative community vulnerable. They completed a survey of artists across all media to understand 
the early impacts of COVID-19 on the artists of the community. The survey is still collecting responses: 
artists and music organizations can participate here.  

The fund is expected to exceed $400,000 from the commitments of philanthropic partners, Visit Indy, 
and hundreds of donors from a public GoFundMe campaign with matched funding by the Efroymson 
Family Fund.  

 

#IndyArts COVID-19 Resources 

The Arts Council has also launched this webpage containing a calendar of activities and an extensive 
list of art news and resources for artists.  
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Indy Chamber Rapid Response Hub 

Indy Chamber has launched this information hub for small businesses and connects companies and 
professionals actively seeking or offering employment during this time. The website also provides 
information and application guidelines for Indy Chamber’s Rapid Response Loan Fund, which lends 
$1,000 - $25,000 to small businesses at a 3.75% interest rate with no application fee and no 
prepayment penalties. Coaching and information are provided during the application process, with 
flexible eligibility requirements that would apply to most for-profit music businesses. The loan may take 
4-6 weeks to get to businesses.  

 

Kheprw Institute’s Local Entrepreneur & Artist Direct Support Fund 

This crowdfunded fund aims to distribute each week $500 grants to Indy-based artists and 
entrepreneurs through a random lottery, focused on supporting those who have been most impacted 
by the shutdown of local businesses, restaurants and social distancing. Artists can apply by filling out a 
quick survey, and recipients are randomly selected every Friday if funds are available. The fund is 
currently seeking donors.  

 

Indy Musician’s Relief Fund - Support Jazz, Blues & Beyond 

As a result of the local economic impact of COVID-19, the Indianapolis Jazz Foundation, the 
Penrod Society, Owl Music Group and The Jazz Kitchen have joined forces to create a 
musicians relief fund to assist local jazz and related genre musicians who have had a direct 
loss of income through cancelled or rescheduled performances.  

 

Jeb Banner’s Indy Service Workers Venmo List 

Jeb Banner launched this Google Form and this spreadsheet to gather information from Indy-based 
service workers, including their Venmo account information, so the public could financially support 
service workers from their favorite restaurants and their community. The initiative launched mid-March 
and is still collecting applications.from local service work.   1

 

State-wide economic relief and guides for the music community 

Indiana Music Industry Relief Fund 

The nonprofit Midway Music Speaks have launched a relief fund for women-identifying and non-binary 
musicians, music industry professionals, non-profit music organizations, based in the state of Indiana 
that are affected by the loss of work, cancellations, and loss of revenue due to COVID-19. People can 
donate or apply to this fund, which aims to distribute $250 per person that applies for funding while 
also raising funds to support the mission of the organization: to support ALL women-identifying and 

1 https://www.wfyi.org/news/articles/tip-list-started-to-help-indianapolis-service-workers 
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non-binary owned/founded non-profit organization in the music industry as well as those individuals 
that work as musicians, engineers, masters, administrators, and in any other capacity of the music 
industry’s gig economy. 

 

Filing for unemployment benefits in the State of Indiana 

Due to the passage of COVID-19 CARES ACT, there are increased provisions for self-employed and 
independent contractor unemployed workers, including music industry professionals, artists and 
service industry workers who would not generally be eligible for benefits. On top of a determined 
amount, beneficiaries will receive an additional $600 per week for assistance.  

Because the programs have not been yet implemented, it is recommended to check out the website 
regularly and contact your union for updated information on how to navigate these measures. The 
Indiana Arts Council has put together this visual guide for creatives who lost current or upcoming full- 
or part-time work.  

 

Indianapolis Music Community Support 

COVID-19 Community Resources 

The main hub for all resources available for the Indianapolis community. Created by Mayor Joe Hogsett 
and the City of Indianapolis, this website provides easy access for residents to find the community 
programs and services aimed at helping those impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. It is a 
live-updating website compiling the resources available at the local and state level for residents and 
friends to support one another, including activities, support groups, resources and official 
communications. 

A specific website with resources for local artists is also available here, including tips for those who 
want to support local artists and arts organizations during the crisis, and information on the Arts 
Council’s Covid-19 Emergency Relief Fund (IndyKeepsCreating). 

The informative Facebook page Indianapolis Area Community Resources During COVID (managed by 
the community) also provides up-to-date resources for residents in Indianapolis. 

 

Do317’s List of Rescheduled Shows in Indy 

Do317 has created this special page for COVID-19 related news and updates in Indy, including a 
calendar of rescheduled shows and tips for the music community to stay at home, stay healthy and 
support the local community.  

 

HI-FI & MOKB’s Staff Fundraiser 
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Josh Baker, the founder and president of the beloved music venue HI-FI and the event promotion 
company MOKB Presents, launched last March a fundraiser for its staff while the venue remains closed 
under COVID-19 indications.  

 

Melody Inn - Venmo for staff 

The Melody Inn has created a specific Venmo account for patrons to make donations to their staff as 
well as for the sale of merchandise items.  

Vogue Staff - Fundraiser 

As a historical venue of the Broad Ripple neighborhood, they are dedicated to persevere. They have an 
amazing team of skilled people who are impacted due to months without revenue. As we all continue 
to be affected by COVID-19 and its impact on the world around us, the venue will continue to be closed 
until it is safe to reopen.  

State Street Pub - Employee Relief Fund 

Due to the sudden impact of COVID-19/Coronavirus, State Street Pub closed its doors to the public on 
March 12, 2020 and will remain closed for the foreseeable future in accordance with what is deemed 
safe by the CDC in regards to public gatherings. Their staff is almost entirely made up of musicians who 
have not only been dealt an uncertain hand in regards to their creative futures, but also who have seen 
the income from the (in most cases) few jobs (and odd-jobs) they've strung together in the service 
industry disappear seemingly overnight with no guarantee as to when either can resume. 

Indianapolis-based Independent Music Retailers online (will ship to you): 

● Luna Music 
● Indy CD & Vinyl 
● Karma Records 
● Square Cat Vinyl 
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U.S. & Global Economic Relief & Guides 

 

Title of Measure  Entity  Location  Description 

Guide for CARES Act benefits 
Recording Industry 
Association of America  USA 

A resource made by the U.S. Music 
Community to help music 
professionals access information and 
applications to receive benefits made 
available by the CARES Act. 

COVID-19 Mutual Aid Fund for 
LGBTQI+ BIPOC Folks  Amita Swadhin  USA 

A fund for vulnerable communities, 
such as queer, transgender, 
non-binary and/or intersex Black, 
Indigenous folks or other LGBTQI+ 
people of color. Currently the goal is 
at $250,000. Individual grants are 
capped at $1,500.  

Short and Long-term Job 
Ideas  Audio Assemble  USA 

Advice for gig economy workers who 
need short term or long term solutions 
for earning income in the current 
situation of the music industry.  

The Creator Fund  ConvertKit  USA 
A growing fund to help creators in 
need during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Nomad Fundraiser - For the 
Touring Crew 

Frank Fanelli, The 
World We Know  USA 

A fund for touring crew members and 
roadies who have lost income due to 
gig cancellations and postponements. 
Donations close at the end of March.  

Music Covid Relief  Various  USA 

A resource brought to you by partners 
in the U.S. Music Community to help 
music professionals access 
information and applications to 
receive benefits made available by the 
CARES Act (Phase III of the 
Coronavirus Stimulus bill signed into 
law March 27, 2020). 

Peer to peer wealth 
distribution  Leveler  USA 

Leveler is a tool for people with job 
security to help people whose work 
status has been impacted by 
COVID-19. The list includes 
freelancers, service industry, and gig 
economy workers. 
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Missed Tour  Missed Tour  USA 

Artists and bands who have been 
displaced from touring due to the 
pandemic can list their merchandise 
on this site to help offset lost revenue 
-- with zero charges or fees. 

No-Cost Funding Program  Sound Royalties  USA 

All new applications received until 
April 16, 2020 that qualify for a royalty 
advance under standard pricing and 
underwriting policies will now also 
include an additional no-cost advance 
option. 

MusiCares Covid-19 Relief 
Fund 

The Recording 
Academy, MusiCares  USA 

Expanded services to include lost 
income due to the cancellation of 
scheduled gigs or performances due 
to Coronavirus/COVID-19 
precautionary measures. 

Covid-19 Music Relief  Spotify  Global 

The Spotify COVID-19 Music Relief 
project has been created to amplify 
the efforts of organizations that focus 
on helping those most in need, 
beginning with those listed below. 
Spotify is making a donation to these 
organizations and will match 
donations made via this page dollar 
for dollar up to a collective total of $10 
million. 

The Crew Nation fund 
Live Nation 
Entertainment  Global 

Live Nation Launches $10M Fund to 
Support Concert Crews Affected by 
Coronavirus split between a $5 million 
donation directly to the fund 
and another $5 million to match 
contributions by artists, fans and 
employees dollar-for-dollar. 

Paycheck Protection Program 

Small Business 
Administration  USA 

The Paycheck Protection Program is a 
loan designed to provide a direct 
incentive for small businesses to keep 
their workers on the payroll. SBA will 
forgive loans if all employees are kept 
on the payroll for eight weeks and the 
money is used for payroll, rent, 
mortgage interest, or utilities. 

No-Cost Funding Program   Sound Royalties  USA 

No-Cost Royalty Advance Financial 
Assistance / Amounts Vary: All new 
applications received until April 16, 
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2020 that qualify for a royalty advance 
under standard pricing and 
underwriting policies will now also 
include an additional no-cost advance 
option. 

Arts Resources During 
COVID-19   Creative Capital   USA 

As COVID-19 continues to spread 
across the United States, we have 
created a list of resources for artists 
working in all disciplines, as well as 
arts philanthropists, and arts 
professionals. 

 

 

U.S. and Global Music Community Support 

 

Title of Measure  Entity  Location  Description 

The Beat Goes On  NUVO 
Indianapoli
s, IN  

How You Can Virtually 
Support Indy Musicians 
Fro Your Home 
 

A2IM  A2IM  USA 

Working document with 
healthcare 
recommendations and 
access to global 
information on where to 
find opportunities for 
independent artists.  

Arts Council Map    USA 

Identify state and local 
arts councils that have 
resources and information 
available to help artists 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

Billboard State-by-State 
Resource Guide  Billboard  USA 

To help music 
professionals and their 
loved ones navigate the 
crisis, Billboard has 
compiled a list of 
resources at both the 
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national and state levels, 
including more than four 
dozen relief funds. 

Guide To Learning Things 
Online  Soundfly  USA 

A free guide for musicians 
in quarantine who want to 
continue learning or 
practicing skills virtually. 

COVID-19 Resources for 
Teaching Artists  
  Teaching Artist Guild  USA 

Accessible webinar from a 
presentation with 
Teaching Artists Guild, 
Association of Teaching 
Artists, the National Guild 
for Community Arts 
Education, Creative 
Generation, NYC Arts in 
Education Roundtable and 
the Teaching Artists of the 
Mid-Atlantic for teaching 
artists bracing for the 
impact of COVID-19 on the 
United States. 

Virtual Music Events Directory  Cherie Hu  Global 

Support & information for 
artists and venues to host 
virtual events. 

COVID-19 Freelance Artist 
Resources  Community based  Global 

List of resources for 
freelance artists. 

Coronavirus Policy Map for 
CCS  KEA  Global 

A collaborative map to 
track the coronavirus 
policy measures. 

Save our Scene  Resident Advisor  Global 

Open letter & list of how to 
best support the music 
scene 

How to Set Up a Live Stream  Resident Advisor  Global 
Beginner's guide to 
setting up DJ livestream 

Nighttime.org  Vibe Lab  Global 
Directory for support 
measures for NTE 

S/ck Festivals  Viberate.com  Global 

See which music festivals 
have been postponed and 
which canceled due to the 
coronavirus. 
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WE ALL STAND TOGETHER  Various  Global 
News updates connected 
to music and COVID19 

 

Health & Wellness 

 

Title of Measure  Entity  Location  Description 

Come Together: COVID-19 
CRISIS  Backline  USA 

The support groups will 
aim to address the 
anxieties associated with 
COVID-19’s effects on the 
music industry, providing 
information and resources, 
and support. 

Online Mental Health Support  Tour Support  USA 

Offering independent 
touring contractors whose 
tours have been 
postponed or cancelled 
one month of free online 
therapy through Better 
Help, plus two free weeks 
of emotional wellness 
coaching. 

Yoga for Musicians  Yoga with Adriene  USA 

This fun Yoga With 
Adriene practice targets 
the neck, shoulders, upper 
back body, arms, wrists 
and hands while tapping 
into foundational 
movement from the core. 

Protection and Health Guide   A2IM  USA 

Working document with 
healthcare 
recommendations and 
access to global 
information on where to 
find opportunities for 
independent artists.  
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Exemplary Practices  

Springboard for the Arts: Emergency Relief Fund - Minnesota, USA  2

What Is It: This resource is dedicated to supporting artists in Minnesota who experience 
career-threatening emergencies, such as those related to COVID-19. This aid is available to 
those only in the Minnesota area and helps to compensate for current or postponed gigs 
that were canceled due to emergencies. This fund covers organizations, artists, legal works 
and freelancers. Most recently, the fund has been increased by $10,000 to further support 
those in need. 

Who Is Responsible: Springboard for the Arts, an organization dedicated to economic and 
community development in relation to arts and artistry. 

Highlights: The max allocated to a single artist is $500. This is done strategically to keep 
the offering below the taxable limit of $600.00 

 

Get Live Virtual Festival  - Memphis, USA  3

What Is It: The Get Live Virtual Festival was a two day live-stream music event allowing local 
Memphis-based musicians to preform for online fans. This festival showcased a wide-array 
of award winning artists and was organized to combat the imapcts of Covid-19, primarily the 
reduction in social life. Throughout the event, those tuning in had the opportunity to donate 
money to artist-relief efforts.  

Who Is Responsible: This event was a joint effort between Memphis Tourism, Memphis 
Tourism Music Hub,and I Love Memphis Blog. 

Highlights: After the launch of this event, Memphis announced a new “Rooftop Concert” 
series that will run online every Sunday. This live virtual concert series is inspired by The 
Beatles’ iconic “Don’t Let Me Down” rooftop performance. These performances look to raise 
money for a local non-for-profit.  4

2 https://springboardforthearts.org/coronavirus/ 
 
3 https://dailymemphian.com/article/11979/memphis-tourism-virtual-festival 
4 
https://www.localmemphis.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/memphis-bands-premiere-rooftop-virtual-concert/5
22-e45f3588-5350-4df0-99e4-0e43a3469027 
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Bar Aid Concert  - Fort Wayne, USA  5

What Is It: Bar Aid is a joint effort between musicians and music venue owners, used to 
generate incomes to support venue staff, owners and artists. Concerts are hosted through 
Facebook Live streams, using proceeds from their performances to pay bartenders, servers 

5 https://www.inputfortwayne.com/features/bar-aid.aspx 

SOUND DIPLOMACY LTD  London •  Berlin •  Barcelona •  New Orleans 
info@sounddiplomacy.com  www.sounddiplomacy.com 

 

https://www.inputfortwayne.com/features/bar-aid.aspx


 

and all others who contribute to the music community. These exemplary efforts prioritize 
venues and artists, allowing for growth and promotion despite the impacts of COVID-19. 

Who Is Responsible: John Foxworthy - a local musician in conjunction with Go Fund Me and 
bars and restaurants.  

Highlights: A single campaign has already generated over $1,200 dollars, being distributed 
to 12 local venues who have partnered with this initiative. As a resource,  musicians and 
artists can also access a ‘how to guide’ explaining how to host successful online concerts on 
Facebook Live. 
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